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Ai gecount of ſome Druidical Remains on Stanton and 


Moor in the Peak, Derbyſhire. By Hayman 
Rooke, E. 


TANT ON Moor 1s twenty-four miles from Derby, twelve 

from Cheſterfield, and four from Bakewell, a wild unculti- 
vated waſte, very high land, rocky, and produces a coarſe kind 
of ſedgey graſs; it is about two miles in length from north to 
ſouth, and near one and a half in breadth from eaſt to weſt ; 
bounded ou the north by Rowfley, on the eaſt by Darleydale, 
a beautitul valley, finely diverſified with woods, villages, and 
rich paſture, and where the Derwent forms a meandering courſe 
from north to ſouth; it is bounded on the weſt by Hartle Li- 
berty or Hartle Moor. 

AT the ſouth end of Stanton Moor, cloſe to the village of 
Birchover, is a very ſingular maſs of large rocks, called Roulter 
Rowter, or Roo-Tor ; whence Rowter means a moving rock, 
ſince in the provincial diale& they will fay a thing ro9s back- 
ward and foxgward: now this Roo is no other than Row, it being 
the uſual pronunciation of the country, the inhabitants ge- 
nerally omitting the final / and //; wall, they pronounce wo ; 
hall, 5; fall, fo, &c. Theſe rocks ſtand on the top of a hill, 
commanding an extenſive view over the moor, and ſeems to 
have been a place much frequented by the Druids, 
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PL. ATE XII. N' t. is a ſouth view of Rowter rocks, where 
(A) is a rock baſon. "The pillar on the top was ſet up a few 
1ears ago to ſupport a weather- cock. 

N 2. is a ſouth-weſt view of Rowter rocks, with the rocking 
Mone marked (b); the circumference of which is twenty- eight 
teet ſeven inches. There are ſeveral caves among the® rocks 


on the north fide. agony 


PLATE XIII. N' z. is a north-weſt view of the rocks from 
the fide of the ball Many of theſe ſtones appear, from their 
iituation, to have been placed by art: the ſtone Ne 1. is evt- 


dently put to ſupport the upper. ſtone Ne. near which, is ano- 
ther rock baſon. 


N* 4. is a north view of an aſſemblage of _ rocks, called 
Bradley rocks. They ſtand about a quarter of a mile welt of 
Rowter, on a ſimilar kind of hill: the. largeſt of theſe is a rock- 
ing ſtone, marked 1, thirty-two feet iu circumference; it moves 
with great eaſe, and ſeems, from its extraordinary poſition, to 
nave been placed there by human ſtrength; it reſts upon two 
itones clear of the ground, and, if one may judge from its 
ſituation, and from the paſlage between -the two ſtones it reſts 
upon, I ſhould ſuppoſe it to have been a ſtone Deity. It anſwers 
to the deſcription given by Doctor Borlaſe of rock idols in Corn- 
wall, called Tolmens. He ſays, one thing is remarkable, 
„ which is, that theſe Tolmens reſt upon ſupporters, and do 
„not touch the earth, agreeable to an eſtabliſhed principle of 
the Druids, who thought every thing that was ſacred would 
be profaned by touching the ground, and therefore, as I ima- 
« gine, ordered it ſo as that theſe Deities ſhould reſt upon the 
pure rock, and not be defiled by touching the common earth.“ 

IN Plate XIV. Ns 5. are plans of rock baſons, at about a 
quarter of a mile weſt of Bradley rocks. On a hill ſtands ano- 
ther group, called Carcliſf or Crackeliffi Among theſe are four 

very 
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very perfect rock baſons. That marked 1 1s on the top ot 
Rowter rocks, the ſtone nine feet by ſeven feet eleven inches; 
the diameter of the baſon at the top two feet ſeven inches by 


one foot eleven inches; the other four are on the top of Car- 


cliff, Ne 2, ſtands cloſe to a precipice, too hazardous to mea— 
ſure. The ſtone N' 3. is ſeven feet in length, diameter of the 


baſon two-feet. The ſtone Ne 4. is five feet, the baſon two fect 


ſix inches. The ſtone Ne 5. is nine feet four inches, the 


largeſt baſon three feet diameter, the other two feet. Tlicfe 


baſons appear to have been the work of art, and have in many 
places the marks of the tool. On the eaſt and welt fide of 
Stanton Moor are ſeveral large rocks and ſtones, none of which 
have baſons, nor are they to be found but on rocks that ſtaud 
on hills, and in the neighbourhood of Druidical remains. 


PLATE XIV. N' 6. is a ground plan and view of a hermitage 
in a cave at the foot of Carclift rocks. At the caſt end of the cave 
is a crucifix, the figure three feet high, cut out of the ſolid rock 
in high relief, the ſculpture not bad; on the top of the crots 
there appears to have been ſomething like letters, but now 1o 


defaced by time as not to be made out; on the left hand of 


the crucifix is a niche, as if intended for a ſtatue, Facing the 
entrance are the remains of ſeats hewed out of the rock. Thc 


length of the cave from eaſt to weſt is eleven feet; depth to the 


ſeats marked 1 nine feet, from the ſeats to the corner five feet. 
This little receſs ſeems to have been the bed place of the hermit, 
and has been ſeparated from the ſeats by rails, as appears from 
the holes marked 2. Height of the cave ſeven feet. 


PLATE XV. N' 7. is a view of a Druid temple of nine ſtones 


on Stanton Moor, about halt a mile north of Rowter, It is called 


by the country people the Nine Ladies. At thirty-four yards 
welt of the temple is a ſingle ſtone, which they have named the 
King. The diameter of the circle eleven yards; the ſtones are 

about 
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about two feet fix inches high; there appears to have been one 
in the centre. Near it are ſeveral cairns; one had been opened a 
few years ago, and much rummaged : bones were found with a 
large blue glaſs bead with orifices not larger than the tip of a 


tobacco-pipe. One of theſe cairns 4o feet in diameter is engraved 
in Plate XVII. a. 


PLATE XV. N' 8. is a view of the remains of another Druid 
temple on Hartle Moor, about half a mile weſt of the Nine 
Ladies. It conſiſts at preſent only of fix ſtones ; but the field 
they ſtand in goes by the name of the Nine Stone Cloſe, and if we 


may judge by the eye, there were formerly that number. The 
height of the talleſt ſtone 1s ſeventeen feet; at ſeventy-five yards 
ſouth ſtand two ſtones ſomewhat ſmaller, 


PLATE XVI. N' g. is a plan drawn by a ſcale of 40 feet to 
an inch of a circular Britiſh work oalled Caſtle Ring, about two 
hundred yards north from the above-mentioned temple, and a 
quarter of a mile weſt of the little valley which ſeparates Hartle 
Moor from Stanton Moor. It has a deep ditch and double val- 
lum; the entrance is very viſible on the ſouth-eaſt fide, where 
part of the vallum has been levelled by the plough. The dia- 
meter from north-caſt to ſouth-weſt is one hundred and forty- 
three feet, from fouth-eaſt to north-weſt one hundred and fixty- 
fave feet. As no coins or Roman utenſils have been found near 
it, there ſeems to be ſufficient grounds to ſuppoſe it to be a 
Britiſh and not a Roman encampment. It has been thought by 
tome to have been a Daniſh work; certain it is that the Danes 
ſecured themſelves for ſome time in Derby, after they had driven 
out the Saxons; but as this place is a great diſtance from that 


town, from its vicinity to many Druidical remains I ſhould ra- 
ther ſuppoſe it to be Britiſh. 
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Ne 10. is a view of Cats flones, At the eaſt fide of Stanton 
Moor are three very remarkable ſtones ; they ſtand at the edge 
of a declivity looking over Darleydale, and about a quarter of a 
mile from each other in a north and ſouth direction. They have 


at a diſtance much the appearance of towers : that to the ſouth 


is called Cats Stone, and has a road leading to it cut through 
a ſurface of looſe ſtones and rock ; this was evidently intended 
as an approach to the ſtone, where it ends, and meets a preci- 

ICC. 
: Pl. ATE XVII. No It. is a view of a ſtone called Gorſe Stone, 
with Cat Stone at a diſtance marked 1. This name is undoubt- 
edly derived from a Britiſh word gor/ed dau (ſetting aloft). 
Doctor Borlaſe ſays, in his Antiquities of Cornwall, that the 
Druids had places of elevation “ called gorſed dau; in ſome 
4 places they were made of earth, and ſometimes they were 
« upon high rocks, from whence they uſed to pronounce their 
&« decrees.” Now no place ſeems to be better calculated for that 
purpoſe, or for theſe inaugurations, than theſe ſtones ; the other, 
which is the largeſt of the three, is called Heart Stone, and 
meaſures eighty-three feet in circumference, 

Ne 12. is a ſtone of a very ſingular ſhape, called Anale Stone. 
It ſtands by itſelf on -Stanton Moor, about a quarter of a mile 
north of Rowter ; it ſeems to have been formed by art, and 
might probably have been a rock 1dol. | 

In Plate XVI. b is a plan of a ſmall work on the middle of 


Stanton Moor, fixteen yards diameter; the vallum is of earth 


and ſtones, but there does not appear to have been a ditch : the 
entrance 1s towards the ſouth. There are ſeveral cairns near it, 
and many traces of Britiſh works are perceivable on various 
parts of the Moor, but nothing perfect can be made out. 

Plate XVIII. N? 13. is a view of ſome rocks in a ſmall enclo- 
fure at the north-weſt end of the Moor near the village of Stan- 


ton, 
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ton. The rock marked (1) is very remarkable; the top is ſlop- 
ing, on which a very large ſtone marked (2) is ſupported by the 
two ſtones (3) and (4). From the form of theſe two, (which if 
they were turned on their edges might ſupport the upper ſtone 
in the nature of a cromlech, whence one may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
the whole to have been a cromlech, by ſome means now thrown 
down), it certainly muſt have been the work of art. The Druids 
undoubtedly had a power (unknown to us) of moving very 
large ſtones, as is now viſible in many of their ſtupendous re- 
mains in Eugland. The ground theſe rocks ſtand in belonged to 
the family of the Caltons, whoſe anceſtor about one hundred 
and fifty years ago had a Latin infeription, cut in Roman capi— 
tals, on the two rocks N* 5 and 6, which is-as follows, on No 
5, Res ruſtica quæ ſine dubitatione proxime et quaſi conſan- 
guinea ſapientiæ eſt, tam diſcentibus eget quam magiſtris. On 
the ſtone Ne 6, Nihil eſt homini libero dignius, et quod mihi 
ad ſapientis vitam proxime videtur accedere. 

No 14. is a north-eaſt view of the three hills at the ſouth 
end of Stanton Moor, on the top of which are the Druidical 
remains. N' 1. Rowter rocks; N* 2. Bradley rocks; N' 3. Car- 
cliff rocks; Ne 4. the village of Elton. | 

By the number of Druidical remains on Stanton Moor, we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe this place to have been inhabited by the 
Druids. Here are temples, caves, rock baſons, rocking ſtones, 
gorſed daus, rock idols and cairns. Their ſacred groves have long 
tince given way to cultivation; but their more durable monu- 
ments have ſtood the ravages of time, and remain as helps to 
illuſtrate their hiſtory, 5 
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